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the doctrine; and attention, when once excited by
supernatural means, may be kept alive by a standing
Ministry, just as inspiration is supplied by human
learning.

8. I proceed to notice inconsistency in the objects
proposed, as creating a just prejudice against the
validity of miraculous pretensions. This applies tc
the claims of the Romish Church, in which Miracles
are wrought by hostile sects in support of discordant
tenets.? It constitutes some objection to the bulk of
the Miracles of the primitive Church, when viewed as
a continuation of the original gift, that they differ so
- much in manner, design, arid attendant circumstances,
from, those recorded in Scripture.5 " We see," says
Middleton (in the ages subsequent to the Christian
era) " a dispensation of things ascribed to God, quite
different from that which we meet with in the New
Testament. For in those days the power of working
Miracles was committed to none but the Apostles,
and to a few of the most eminent of the other dis-
ciples, who were particularly commissioned to propa-
gate the Gospel and preside in the Church of Christ.
But, upon the pretended revival of the same powers
in the following Ages, we find the administration of
them committed, not to those who were intrusted with
the government of the Church, not to the successors

y Douglas, Criterion, p. 105, Note (Svo. edit 1807),
* [All this is answered infra. Essay iL, n. 96, 101.]